1-295 repairs in Mt. Ephraim 


NJDOT is repairing and 
resurfacing over 25 miles of I-295 in 
parts of Salem, Gloucester, Camden 
and Burlington counties. The 
three projects, totaling nearly $170 
million, include milling and paving 
the roadway, replacing concrete 
slabs, repairing and resurfacing 
17 bridge decks, upgrading 
acceleration and deceleration lanes 
and new guide rails. 

“Maintaining and lengthening 
the life of the roadway is imperative 
to keeping Interstate commerce 
and New Jersey residents moving 
safely,” said NJDOT Commissioner 
Jim Simpson. 

NJDOT is rehabilitating 1-295 
in two work zones that include 
sections in Barrington, Bellmawr, 
Cherry Hill, Haddon Heights, 
Haddonfield, Lawnside and 
Tavistock in Camden County and 
West Deptford and Westville in 
Gloucester County. 


The $80 million project started 
in June 2009 on the northbound lanes 
and will switch to the southbound 


lanes in 2011. The project is scheduled 


for completion in summer 2012. 
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1-295 pavement rehabilitation in Bordentown 


A second project is a pavement 
rehabilitation project on an 11-mile 
stretch of I-295 in both directions 
from Interchange 45/ Rancocas- 
Mount Holly Road (County Route 
626) in Westampton to Interchange 
57/ Route 130 in Bordentown, 
Burlington County. The $85 
million project also includes 10 
bridge deck repairs, upgrading 
acceleration and deceleration 
lanes at the interchanges, and new 
median crossovers and guide rails. 
Construction started in March 
2010 for northbound lanes with 
completion scheduled for August 
2010. The southbound lanes will be 
resurfaced in 2011. 

The third project is on nearly 
eight miles of I-295 northbound 
from south of Route 130 in 
Pennsville Township to just south 
of Pedricktown-Woodstown Road 
in Oldman’s Township, Salem 
County. The $5 million project 
started April 2010 and is scheduled 
for completion in August 2010. 
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Women’s History Month celebrated at NJDOT 


The month of March showcased _ fixtures and more. “Everyone should 


the important role of women in our have a basic tool kit in the home 
culture and at NJDOT with a series that includes a hammer, a couple of 
of events showcasing education and screwdrivers, pliers, a wrench and 
career opportunities for women. some nails,” said Caruso. 

On March 18, George Caruso Steven Miller from NJDOT’s 
and David Earl from Capital Program Springfield Yard also gave auto 
Support gave lessons and tips on mechanic tips on changing tires, 
everyday household repairs which checking fluids and general auto 
included hanging pictures properly, maintenance guidelines. 
removing wallpaper, replacing light On March 24, Lieutenant Deb 


Grant Faiello 


Faiello and Major Annemarie Grant 
of the New Jersey State Police spoke 
on the career opportunities offered to 
women in law enforcement. “In 1980, 
six women graduated from the State 
Police academy and today we have 
120 women on the State Police force,” 
said Faiello. “It’s great to see our 
numbers growing. There are so many 
opportunities and needs for women 
Caruso in law enforcement.” 


Obituaries Lrans periter 


Retiree Ruby Lee Vickers passed away February 17, 2010. She 


retired after 25 years as a Personnel Assistant. She is survived by her ae 
sons, Michael, Arthur, Aaron and Emanuel; her daughters, Miranda and eR enCorner 
Zerlina; thirteen grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and many Kim Guadagno 
other family and friends. Commissioner 
Retiree Anthony A Stella passed away on February 18, 2010. He James S. Simpson 
retired as a Senior Engineer after 40 years with the Department. He LL Le 
is survived by his daughter Judith and her husband David; three Padeuecconthe 
grandchildren, Jessica, Jennifer and Michael; a brother, Richard; a nephew, New Jersey Department of Transportation. 
Mark; and many other family and friends. ats eee al ae pais 
Retiree Gary A. Tulband passed away on February 20, 2010. eran — 
He retired as a plumber steamfitter after 25 years of service with the PO Box 600, 
Department. He is survived by his son, Corey; his grandson, Corey Jr.; Trenton, NJ 08625. 
two sisters, Linda and Brenda; and many other family and friends. For story ideas, e-mail 
Retiree Richard Gramlich passed away March 13, 2010. He Frances McCrory, frances.mccrory@dot-state. 


retired after nearly thirty years in 2004 and rose through the ranks from TYEE ORES B00 000:o46 
Glenn Catana, Graphic Artist; 


structural engineer to Director of Project Management. He is survived Tim Creeley 
by his son, Richard; his brother, George; his niece, Heidi; and his nephew, and Support Staff. 
Guenther. Address changes: 609.530.2127 
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Division of Local Aid Obligates All Local 
ARRA Projects Prior to Mandated Deadline 


On February 17, 2009, the Economic Stimulus bill 
known as the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) 2009 was signed into law. This legislation 
included funding for transportation related projects. 
New Jersey was apportioned $651 million for use on 
highway and bridge projects of which $184 million was 
allotted for use on local transportation projects. The 
bill required all funding 
be obligated by March 2, 
2010. After notification of 
the program’s requirements, 
the Division of Local Aid 
and Economic Development 
initiated a partnering effort 
with the Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations 
(MPO’s), the Division of 
Environmental Resources, 
Capital Investment 
Strategies, and the Federal 
Highway Administration 
(FHWA) in December 
2008 in anticipation of the 
Bill’s passage. Hundreds 
of projects submitted for 
consideration by Local 
Public Agencies and the 
MPO sub-regions were pre- 
screened. Each project was 
assessed for environmental 
and historic impacts as well as the sponsor’s ability to 
develop the project to meet the legislated deadline. After 
an extensive review effort, 113 projects were selected for 
advancement under the local ARRA program. 

In addition, to the $184 million in local ARRA 
funding for New Jersey, an additional $19.5 million 
was allocated to locally administered Transportation 
Enhancement projects. This allowed municipalities, 
non-profit organizations, and government agencies to 
compete for and obtain ARRA funding for non-traditional 
transportation related projects. Local Aid initiated a 
separate solicitation for applications and evaluated 242 
funding requests worth over $224 million. Coordination 
efforts with members of the Transportation Enhancement 
Screening Committee were completed in record time. 
Thirty five projects were ultimately selected to receive 
Transportation Enhancement funding. 

In order to meet the March 2, 2010 obligation 
deadline set forth by ARRA, Local Aid and its partners 
adopted several process improvements. One of the 
most significant decisions was to advance the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process entirely 


Joe Birchenough, Manager, District 1, Local Aid, displays his 
certificate of appreciation while Mike Russo, Director of the 
Division of Local Aid and Economic Development, looks on. 


in-house utilizing the Division of Environmental 
Resources staff to prepare NEPA documents on behalf 
of local ARRA recipients, which shortened the time to 
process the documents. The Division of Civil Rights, 
Office of the Inspector General, Division of Environmental 
Resources, and Local Aid conducted various joint training 
sessions for the recipients of ARRA funds to help guide 
them through the processes of 
authorization, reporting, and 
overall federal compliance. 
Weekly status meetings were 
also conducted to ensure the 
projects remained on track. 
This accomplishment was 
brought about through the 
efforts of the entire Local 
Aid staff in conjunction with 
other partners including the 
Division of Environmental 
Resources, the MPO’s, 
Division of Civil Rights and 
FHWA. Local Aid District 
staff coordinated extensively 
on each project with the local 
sponsor to create and meet an 
accelerated schedule without 
compromising any component 
of the Federal-aid process. 

Local Aid was also 
instrumental in assisting the 
Department in meeting its overall ARRA goals. Local Aid 
added additional projects to an already extensive program 
when it was determined that additional projects were 
needed to obligate all of the Department’s $651 million in 
funds prior to the March 2"4 deadline. 

Local Aid received authorization from FHWA for 
the final ARRA project on February 23, 2010. Efforts 
leading up to each authorization included the review 
and approval of Plans, Specifications, and Estimates 
for all of the 113 projects. In addition to delivering the 
ARRA program, Local Aid maintained all 21 of its regular 
State and Federal local programs. Local Aid’s task is 
not yet complete. Each of the 113 projects must now 
be monitored and administered during construction to 
ensure compliance with all federal-aid requirements 
including civil rights compliance, construction contract 
administration, and financial integrity. The coming year 
will again be a challenge — one that will surely be met 
with the same determination and purpose by all those 
involved. 

Once again, congratulations and thanks for a job well 
done! 
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NJDOT is making strides in Pedestrian Safety 


Last year, Sheree Davis and Debbie Kingsland of 
the Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs (OBPP), 
were instrumental in writing and getting approval 
for the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s 


“Complete Streets” Policy. The 
new policy #703, supersedes 
the 1989 Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Policy and will ensure that 
motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians 
and transit riders of all ages 
and abilities who use our state 
highway system are safely 
accommodated. 

Complete Streets are 
designed, operated and 
maintained to enable safe 
access for all users, promote 
healthier lifestyles, create more 
livable neighborhoods, and 
reduce traffic congestion and 
reliance on carbon fuels thereby 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

This policy will be 
implemented through the 
planning, design, construction, 
maintenance and operation of 
new and retrofit transportation 
facilities within public rights of 


Incomplete Street 


way that are federally or state funded, including projects 


processed or administered by the Department’s Capital 


Program. 
Some key points are: 


¢ Create a comprehensive, integrated multi-modal 
network by providing connections to bicycling and 


walking trip generators. 


e Provide safe and accessible accommodations for 
existing and future pedestrian, bicycle and transit 


facilities. 


e Establish an incentive within the Local Aid Program 
for municipalities and counties to develop and 
implement their own Complete Streets policies. 

¢ Ensure that improvements comply with Title VI/ 


Environmental Justice, 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) and complement 
the context of the 
surrounding community. 

¢ Establish a procedure 

to evaluate resurfacing 
projects for complete streets 
inclusion according to 

the length of project, local 
support, environmental 
constraints, right-of- 

way limitations, funding 
resources and bicycle and/ 
or pedestrian compatibility. 
¢ Include paved shoulders 
or a multi-use path in all 
new construction and 
reconstruction projects on 
roadways in rural areas used 
by more than 1,000 vehicles 
per day. (from FHWA’s Design 
Guidance Accommodating 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel: 
A Recommended Approach) 


¢ Make provisions for pedestrians and bicyclists 


when closing roads, bridges and sidewalks during 


construction projects. 


OBPP is now working on developing training for 
Engineers and Planners on Bicycle /Pedestrian/ Transit 


policies and integration of non-motorized travel options 


to gauge success. 


Stop and stay stopped 


Well, one could say that big 
changes are afoot in New Jersey 
traffic law. Specifically, the Stop for 
Pedestrians Bill, otherwise known as 
Assembly Bill #1329 was signed into 
law in January, and went into effect 
on April 1% 2010. 

The new law is designed to 
eliminate the ambiguousness of 
the old law that required drivers to 
yield to pedestrians. While ‘Yield’ 
means different things to different 


people, ‘Stop’ has no such gray area. 
The overall goal of this legislation 
is to cut the number of pedestrian 
fatalities that are occurring on New 
Jersey roads. We can all agree that 
last year’s total of 157 is just way too 
high, and this law can help address 
the issue. 

The new law requires drivers 
to stop for pedestrians in a marked 
crosswalk, and remain stopped until 

Continued on page 5 


Old New Jersey Law 


into the transportation system, a complete streets 
checklist for all projects as well as performance measures 


Beginning April 1, 2010 
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NJIDOT crowns Chess Club winners 


The NJDOT Chess Club held its 
6 annual chess tournament during 
lunch time from Monday, February 
22, 2010 through Monday, March 
8, 2010 at the Ewing Headquarters 
cafeteria. The competition consisted 
of three divisions to accommodate all 
skill levels. The 22 players came from 
all over the Department. The winners 
in each section had perfect scores. 
The final results of the competition 
were as follows: 


A - DIVISION: 

1** Place: Charles Miller (2010 
NJDOT Chess Champion), Access 
Design/ ROW Engineering 

2™4 Place: Dante Sadama, 
Geometric Design 

3 Place: Bharat Shah, Structural 
Design 


B - DIVISION: 

1* Place: Nicholas Lukianov, 
Construction Engineering 

2™ Place: Ayman Ibrahim, 
Equipment Operations 

3 Place: Alan Balluch, 
Construction Engineering 


C - DIVISION: 

1* Place: Virgilio Tan, Traffic 
Engineering and Safety 

2™ Place: Paul Craddock, Project 
Support 


Sto p Continued from page 4 


the pedestrian is more than one lane 
away from their half of the roadway. 


It also requires drivers to stop for 
remain stopped for pedestrians in an 
adjacent crosswalk 

making a right turn. STO P 

This is true whether 

or yield sign. Drivers will continue to 
be required to yield to pedestrians at 


pedestrians in the crosswalk, and 
when they are 

the right is at a red signal, or at a stop 
unmarked crosswalks at intersections. 


us 


Left to right: Al Balluch, Ayman Ibrahim, Anil Desai, Pierre Adams, Charles Miller, 


Welcome 
to the 
New Jersey 


BIRDING & WiLoUre Tr. 


Commissioner Simpson, Paul Craddock, Glenn Adams, Dante Sadama, Virgilio Tan, 


Bharat Shah, and Ray Milam 


Other participants were: Jerome 
Florence, Regional Operations, 
Steve Hammond, Structural Design, 
Kiran Patel, Construction Services 
and Materials, Pierre Adams. 
Program Coordination, Anil Desai, 
Major Access, Glenn Adams, 
Geometric Design, John Dourgarian, 
Capital Investment Planning & 
Development, Frank Stewart, retired, 
Ashok Rana, Program Coordination, 
John Micikas, Freight Planning 
& Interagency Coordination, 
Raymon Milam, Support Services, 


Additionally, the new law 
specifies that when a collision 


occurs between a vehicle and a 
an intersection, whether marked or 
unmarked, 
ST 0 P F a D a permissive 
inference that 
for the pedestrian. Penalties under 
the new law boost fines to $200 


pedestrian within a crosswalk at 
there is legally 

the driver did not exercise due care 

and four points. 15 day community 


Mahesh Desai, Construction 
Services, Norbert Teufel, Program 
Management, and Carol Paszamant, 
DOT Library. 

This was the largest turnout and 
we hope to have a bigger tournament 
next year. 

The NJDOT Chess Club usually 
meets during lunchtime at Charles 
Miller’s office on the 4" Floor. Please 
feel free to bring your lunch and stop 
by for a friendly game throughout 
the year. There is no charge to join 
the Club. 


service sentences are permitted as 
well. 

The law does provide for 
irresponsible pedestrian behavior as 
well. Jaywalking in front of a motor 
vehicle can also subject pedestrians to 
a $200 penalty and 15 day sentence. 
Pedestrians are also prohibited from 
walking or running into the path 
of a motorist which is too close to 
stop. For more information go to: 
www:state.nj.us / transportation / 
commuter / pedsafety 
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Vehicle wash bay keeps NJDOT spotless 


The reauthorization of NJDEP's Highway Agency 
Stormwater Permits in March of 2009 prohibited the 
discharge of water that was used to wash vehicles and 


equipment into the surface or ground waters of the State. 


The wash water effluent had to either be directed to a 
sanitary system, where available and after acceptable 
treatment, or must be completely captured. 

“This presented a big problem,” said Al Brenner, 
Director of the Division of Support Services. “Many of 
our facilities do not have wash bays and those that do 
are not in compliance with the permit,” said Brenner, 
“because they are antiquated and were not originally 
designed to comply with the new regulations.” 

Al Brenner and Mike DeAngelo, Supervising 
Engineer, Division of Support Services, began 
discussions with a company that has developed 
a water treatment system that uses a technology 
called electrocoagulation. As contaminated water 
passes through the system, electricity is applied to 
a cell assembly causing the charge of oil, grease and 
suspended solids in the water to be neutralized. The 
charge neutralization process causes contaminates in 
the water to coagulate or mass together. Heavy metals 
are also removed because the system reduces them 
to an oxide where, in a suspended state, they can be 
precipitated from the water. 

The coagulated contaminates become buoyant and 
rise to the surface of a holding tank where they can 
be skimmed off, leaving behind clear water for reuse 
or discharge to the sanitary system. The coagulated 
sludge that is generated should be completely non- 
leachable and thrown away as solid waste. Connie 
House, Principal Biologist, Division of Environmental 
Resources, provides the necessary sampling and 


Electrocoagulation Water Treatment System 


Wash bay being used by Mike Suppa and Louis Testa. 


chemical analytical support to ensure that the material 
meets the NJDEP regulations for solid waste disposal. 

A pilot project was initiated in the fall of 2008 by 
Mike DeAngelo and Joe Todaro, Building Management 
Services Specialist, Division of Support Services, in an 
existing bay at the Vineland Garage in Cumberland 
County. Joe solicited quotes from contractors and a 
selection was made in the fall of 2008. 

A contractor was selected and design efforts 
started in the fall of 2008. The plans were approved 
and the permits were received one year later when Joe 
and his contractor went to work. The equipment was 
ordered, installed, tested and inspected in March of 
this year and the wash bay is now fully operational. 

The project couldn’t be completed without the 
help of Vineland Crew Supervisor Mike Suppa. Mike 
worked closely with Joe and was very helpful in 
adjusting the operations at his facility to accommodate 
the contractor’s needs during all phases of construction. 

This new environmentally friendly wash bay 
has been successfully endorsed by the NJDEP. The 
Division of Support Services is now looking to 
implement a program to install similar vehicle wash 
bay facilities at several other locations throughout the 
State. 


